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Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, Inc. has entered into another agreement with Group NIRE to 
purchase 4.5 MW of wind capacity from two GE turbines with capacities of 2.5 MW and 2.0 MW. 
Golden Spread currently has three other agreements with Group NIRE to purchase a total of 4.57 
MWs of wind capacity. Group NIRE was created by Texas Tech University in 2010 to provide project 
management services for research projects that support the Texas Tech University Wind Science 
program.  Group NIRE uses the research field site of Reese Technology Center to test and accelerate 
new technologies in the energy industry including wind, solar, battery, weather forecasting, smart 
grid and cyber security technologies.

The revenue from the existing Group NIRE contracts has funded over 150 PhD students.  The new 
agreement will replace two of these agreements and combine them with the 4.5 MW’s of new GE 
turbines.  Golden Spread will then have two agreements for a total of 9.07 MW of capacity, which is 
all of the wind capacity produced by the Reece Technology Center.  

The money to fund these projects has been provided by millions of dollars in federal and state 
grants.  Group NIRE continues to seek additional grants, and has recently been approved for a solar 
research grant.  The agreements with Group NIRE help to support education, research, and 
economic development in Texas and do not harm Golden Spread or its Members.

For more information on Group NIRE:  http://groupnire.com/about/
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2014 Patronage and Contributed Capital Distribution

For the 15th straight year, the Golden Spread Board of Directors 
has authorized the payments of annual capital distributions to 
its Members. This annual capital distribution has in recent 
years been based upon approximately 2% of Golden Spread’s 
previous year-end equity. At the February 2015 board meeting, 
the Finance Committee and Board of Directors reviewed Golden 
Spread’s targeted financial objectives to ensure that Golden 
Spread was in a good financial position to once again pay the 
annual capital distribution. After reviewing these targeted 
financial objectives, it was determined by the Board of 
Directors to make capital distribution payments totaling $8.0 
million to its Members. Payments were made to each of Golden 
Spread’s 16 Members in March 2015. Over the years, Golden 
Spread has paid almost $80 million of distributions to its 
Members.



Elk Station Unit 2 and 3 Update:
Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, Inc. has signed a contract with Kiewit/The Industrial Company (TIC) to 
build and install two new combustion turbine generators at the cooperatives Antelope Elk Energy Center 
(AEEC). This will be the third phase of electrical generation additions to this site and will include an expansion 
of the existing AEEC control building complex. These generators will add an additional 380 MW of new 
generation connecting to the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) CREZ transmission system.
Commercial operation is planned for May 1, 2016. One of the generators will be connected to the Southwest 
Power Pool (SPP) transmission system in May 2017.

In addition, a separate project for Antelope Station will add to the switchyard facilities allowing those 
generating units to be connected to the ERCOT CREZ transmission system by March 1, 2016. When this project 
is complete, Golden Spread Electric Cooperative will be operating 21 electrical generating units at this 
location connected to two regional transmission grids. This arrangement will give the cooperative added 
flexibility to provide generation from this site to its ERCOT and SPP members as loads and markets dictate.

As always, Golden Spread constantly monitors large projects through a risk management process referred to as 
the project development model (PDM). This process requires us to continually look at decisions at critical 
junctions to ensure the decisions made are still correct.  As part of this process, Golden Spread has initiated 
another look at the Elk Station Unit 2 and 3 decision to be sure that it still is the best way to meet our 
Member’s needs.  This is being done before the actual construction begins.

Elk Station Unit 1 Update: Golden Spread digs a hole and the rain 
comes! 

Elk Station Unit 1 has had its fair share of challenges, but surprisingly the weather has 
been one we don’t usually have to worry about. Yes, we get the temperature swings and 
the wind, but the amount of moisture we have received since we broke ground on this 
project has been incredible! I know our Members have been blessed by all the moisture 
but it tends to fill up ditches and creates mud on a construction site that only a pig 
would enjoy flopping around in! Texas Tech recorded the amount of moisture in 
Abernathy for 2014 and they posted 17.44 inches. The last time Abernathy has had that 
much moisture was in 2010! Guess what was going on then………………we were trying to 
build Antelope Station!

Our engineering, procurement and construction contractor, The Industrial Company 
(TIC), has had to add crews around the clock to keep the project on schedule. Here 
towards the end of the project there have been over 200 total personnel on site.  With 
that amount of people on site you need to be concerned about working hazards, but TIC 
has done a great job with keeping safety a number one priority. We have had our share 
of first aids, such as small cuts and bruises, but nothing more significant than that. A 
great job by TIC.

The project is 95% complete. Several weeks of testing and punch list items are remaining 
but we expect to meet the commercial operation date of May 1, weather permitting. 



Eric Westermann
Sr. HR Generalist
Human Resources 
Department

Courtney Studer
Front Desk Receptionist
Executive Department

Matt Lowe
Supervisory Senior Accountant
Finance & Accounting 
Department

Donnie Rex
Project Portfolio Manager
Information Technology 
Department

Connie R. Dorn
Supervisory Plant Accountant
Finance & Accounting 
Department

Chad Hinkle
Information Security Professional
Information Technology 
Department

Evan Racine-Johnson
Production Cost Analyst
Commercial Operations & 
Transmission Department

Charles Aleman
Electrical Engineer
Engineering & Project 
Management Department

Challenging Mustang Outage

Golden Spread Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
undertook an overhaul of Mustang Station Units 
1-3. Among these large scope items were 
upgrades to the Unit 1 and Unit 2 gas turbine 
exciter systems, steam turbine generator rotor 
rewind, gas turbine controls upgrades, and 
balance of plant controls upgrades. These 
upgrades were needed to increase plant 
reliability via increased redundancy, 
availability, and technology 
modernization. This large undertaking is 
similar to starting a new power plant.

Along with the planned upgrades and repairs, 
we experienced a few unplanned events as 
well, with one of great significance. During the 
course of the outage, several natural gas leaks 
were discovered along the length of the 
pipeline that feeds the combined cycle side of 
the facility, which necessitated immediate 
excavation of the pipeline in this area, removal 
of the old piping and cathodic protection, and 
installation of new piping and cathodic
protection systems. This pipeline replacement 
consisted of removal and replacement of 
approximately 1000 feet of 8 and 10 inch 
piping, along with several upgrades to the 
piping and protection system in order to 
increase future life. While this major 
undertaking became necessary during a very 
busy and trying time and under extreme 
weather conditions, the Mustang Station staff 
rose to the challenge once again, and a new 
pipeline was constructed without incident.

We look forward to the return of the Mustang 
Plant and its long future in the Golden Spread 
fleet.
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